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 Berne Davis  
Botanical Garden 

 

Open to the Public 
 Tuesday Garden Walks 

 10 am- 1 pm 
 

 
 
  

         
 
 
 
 

 Free Admission  
& Parking ! 

 
Handicap parking is 
on Virginia Avenue. 

Regular parking is on 
Larchmont Avenue. 

 

Bring all your friends! 
 

Social distancing and 
wearing of masks is 

required. 
 

We hope you enjoy 
your visit and thanks 
for working with us 

during these  
challenging times. 

       This month we approach the start of the 
holiday season in what is undoubtedly a most 
unusual year!  Though things have been       
challenging to some degree for everyone, we can 
still be thankful for the positives in our lives.  
Personally, I am so thankful for the friends,  
connection, & experiences I have through my 
Garden Club and the Council.  When I go up 
North each summer for a few months, I realize 
how much I miss the positive energy of this 
group of friends.   
 
This would be a good year to do a little extra  
holiday decorating!  It might bring some cheer  
to a neighbor, but doing it will give you a boost 
as well.  Maybe plant some new bright colors in 
your garden or on your lanai too.  Freshen up 
that wreath on your front door!  Whatever you 
do and however you celebrate, I wish you all a 
bright and blessed holiday    
season with the Very Best   
Wishes for a Happy & Healthy 
2021!!!   
 
Happy Holidays, 
Judy Francino 
 
 

For The Latest Info Check Our Website  

WWW.FMLCGARDENCOUNCIL.COM 
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NEXT FMLCGC GENERAL MEETING   
 Friday Nov. 13th,2020 

 
 Program By Alyssa Streleckis 

“Essential Oils for Garden Use” 

G a r d e n  C o u n c i l  M e e t i n g  D a t e s  

UPCOMING BOARD MEETINGS 

(Officers, Directors, Committee Chairs) 

 

• Date:  Nov. 6th  2020 

• Date:  Dec. 4th,  2020 

 

MEETING  FROM 9:30 am - 11:30 am 
 

Via ZOOM 

GENERAL COUNCIL MEETING 

For All Society and Club Members. 

Please invite a spouse or friend . 

ALL are Welcome ! 

 

Friday, Nov. 13, 2020 
 

Via ZOOM 

 

 

GENERAL MEETINGS 
 

MEETINGS ARE THE 2ND FRIDAY 

 OF  EVERY OTHER MONTH  

SEPTEMBER THROUGH MAY 

Location : 

Garden Council Headquarters 

2166 Virginia Ave.  

HOSPITALITY:  9:00 am to 9:30 am 

MEETING:   9:30 am to 11:30 am 

 
District IX Fall Meeting Report 

 
On Thursday, October 22, 2020, the District IX Fall Meeting was held via Zoom.  There were 45  
participants.  The highlights included a presentation by Ralph Mitchell, Charlotte County Extension  
Director, on “Common Sense Gardening:  Myths and Realities” which was very interesting.  The main 
business conducted was the election of the new Director for 2021 – 2023 – Dale DeFeo.  Congratulations 
Dale!   
 
Sylvia Swartz presented the FFGC and NGC Awards to the District IX Clubs.  It was a particularly great 
honor since her very own Garden Club of Cape Coral was the winner of several FFGC, Deep South and 
NGC Awards!  Congratulations Cape Coral!  Poinciana Garden Club also received an NGC Award.  We 
are so proud of our winning clubs and so happy that your hard work was acknowledged! 
 
It was noted that although the NGC and Deep South Region have cancelled their conventions in 2021, the 
FFGC Convention is still planned for April 10 – 14 at the Daytona Beach Hilton.  Members interested in 
attending were encouraged to register on-line if possible, rather than by mail.  More information about the 
convention will be coming in the next Florida Gardener. 
 
Clubs that are FFGC members are reminded to send a copy of their yearbook to District IX Director Leslie 
Montwid, 2414 Coventry Ave, Lakeland, FL  33803.  Remember that the BOI’s are on the FFGC website. 
Members were reminded that this is the last year that the Calendars with the Floral Designs will be printed.   
Susan Lawson has some of this year’s calendars available for Council Members.  Please contact Susan if 
you are interested.  
 
Members were invited to the Spring District IX Meeting to be hosted by the Naples Garden Club.  The date 
will be advised, but will probably be around the end of April.  The theme will be “Paradise Coast”.    
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       Edison - Ford  Winter Estates  
                                                                2350 McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers FL  33901 

                                                                       Web: EdisonFord.org 

Reminders from Lakes Park 
 

                      1st Saturday Bird Walks  12 months a year.  8am.  
                      Meet at shelter A7—On hold due to Covid 
 

                      2nd Saturday Guided Garden Walks  - On hold due to Covid 
    
                      Wednesdays  Farmers Market runs October through April  9am– 1pm!  
                        Please adhere to CDC guidelines.  Grab and Go style food. 

  Special Events 
 

November 21-22, 2020-Edison Garden Festival 
Saturday & Sunday 9am –4pm 

 

 
Featuring food trucks, live music and more than 40 vendors 
from around the state of Florida.  You will find many types of 
plants and trees.  Parking and admission to festival are free! 
(does not include tours or admission to the museum and lab) 

Monthly Garden Talks  
Saturdays 10am 

Nov. 14, 2020- ñSucculents Rockò 
$10 for EF Members; $15 for Non-Members 

Participants get a 20% off Garden Shoppe coupon 
 
 

Gardening Classes 
Nov. 10, 2020- Roses for SWFL Gardens   1:30 pm 

Cost: members: $35; non-members: $50   
(See website for location & fees; registration required) 

 
 

Please see our new website! 
 

https://basfbees.weebly.com 



Club Spotlight on Gulf Coast Garden Club! 
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OUR HISTORY AND MISSION 
 

The Gulf Coast Garden Club (GCGC) was formed in 2003 when Carole Mack, Betty 
Mazzarella and Linda Edsal decided to form a new garden club in Bonita Springs that 
ANYONE could join.  They recruited 25 enthusiastic gardeners and held the first  
meeting in December of 2003 with a holiday program.  Everyone made a design to take 
home from that meeting.  Hands-on experience became a core part of the Mission. 
 
GCGC was accepted into the Florida Federation of Garden Clubs in April 2004.   
Meetings were held in various locations until Unity Church of Bonita Springs  became 
the regular meeting place. 
 
GCGC is a non-profit organization comprised of both experienced and novice  
gardeners and designers who share their ideas, designs and information with all who are 
interested.  The” Gulf Coast Garden Club” provides education, resources, local, state 
and national opportunities for its’ members to promote the love of  
gardening, floral design, civic and environmental responsibility. 
 
Carole Mack, one of our 3 founding members,  lives in Virginia and still is a member of 
the club. We are going to make her an honorary member this year so she will be a  
member and not have to pay dues.  She is still a big part of who we are.  
 
We have grown in numbers, but remained faithful to our original mission.  Anyone is 
welcome to join and practical hands-on experience and understanding of local plants 
and how to grow them successfully is our major focus.  Gardeners new to tropical  
conditions, or gardening in general, are welcome! Experienced gardeners will soon 
learn that everything they know needs to be changed for Florida!  Designers are  
encouraged to use our local horticultural treasures, rather than just buying commercial 
flowers.  Landscaping with the abundance of beauty available to us here, and creating 
home gardens of all sizes-containers on a lanai, small condo spaces, or larger outdoor 
areas are all possible and not beyond our own  
abilities. 
 
As part of National Garden Clubs, through Florida Federation of Garden Clubs and our 
affiliation with Fort Myers-Lee County Garden Council, we offer a great many learning 
possibilities.  Whatever your specific interests may be, if growing plants, artistic design 
and having fun with good people are involved—this club is for you! 



 
Page 5         Novembere/December 2020          The Courier 

Club Spotlight on Gulf Coast Garden Club Continued 
 

General meetings are held the second Monday of the month October through May 
from 9am to 11:45am at Unity Church of Bonita Springs, located at 28285 Imperial 
Parkway, Bonita Springs, FL  34135.  Summer meetings June through September are 
held at GCGC members homes.   December and April we go to a restaurant for lunch 
with a speaker. We do a Standard Flower Show every other year.  We had a wonderful 
show in March 2020 before the pandemic   
 
Our general meeting format: 
9am—Hospitality (coffee, drinks, delicacies and conversation) 
       —Green Thumb  your chance to show what you grow.  Bring a flower, leaf,  
   container plant or anything you grow.  Create a design with your homegrown     
   things or bring a photo of your garden or one of its special aspects. 
9:30—Wake Up & Learn  Timely topics teach about our SW Florida plants and 
   growing, using and designing with our abundant botanical delights. 
   Plant of the Month    
10:00--General Meeting 
10:30--Official Adjournment/Break for Fundraiser Drawing & Program Set-up 
10:40--Program 
11:30--Announcements 
11:45--Closing Final words from President/Chair 
 
GCGC members have been working toward doing a Blue Star Marker, a tribute to all 
those who served in the armed forces of the United States, to be installed in Bonita 
Springs.  We started saving the money for the marker three years ago. We needed a site 
to install the marker.  The city came up with a wonderful site this spring.  We ordered 
the marker in July this year.  It shipped to Bonita Springs 10/16/2020.  We were at the 
site recently and the city had already installed the pole. Soon they will mount the 
sign.  We are really thrilled to see it come to fruition.  
 
Enjoy the following links for more information and photos! 
 
National Floral Designer of the month is Kathleen Hawryluk 
https://www.facebook.com/126120893390/posts/10156510415508391 
 
2018 02 12 flower show and winners 
https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipMVOP1s0WRYmhyu0Y42OZ_iy4p2opj5Ga9_tO67KXT-pQgU3dqnRi-
eZ_ulwY2NKw?key=R09EaXNZN2hTb3hsRzJudUNwQTg5azYtc2VjcmJ3 

 
2020-03-07 GCGC Flower Show 
https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipOnJPIM1RJi392VYsBdyeXV-U0-kXoloGY-
F1Vnpk7TPb9QBQXjGbqagEwVSkgDIw?key=OEEzcWVMTG1sbDFIN2VuNGZza2RfUllRanBOMFNR 



 
 
 

 
One option for Light Weight Container Gardening   
by Sandy Troy 
 

Do you have large planters that you don’t want to fill with soil because 
they will be heavy? 
Large planters filled with soil are a challenge to move and may be 
unnecessary when plants are shallow rooted.  One option for large 
containers is to use a hanging basket lined with a single layer of plastic with a few holes in the plastic sheet at the       
bottom.  The photo is of a single layer of trash bag.  Small holes in the bottom of the plastic allow slower water 
drainage and improved soil water absorption.  Even old rusted used hanging baskets work. You won’t see them  
inside the larger planter.  You don’t need a coil liner at all.  
You can use baskets with both smaller and larger diameters than the planter. In this photo the basket diameter is 
smaller than the container opening so bamboo stakes (or metal reinforced stakes) are used to suspend the basket.   
Three stakes may be needed with a large heavy baskets.  The basket can be easily changed out for a new plantings.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the photos below, the soil blend contained: good soil, perlite, coir, fertilizer, and Soil Moist crystals. Caladium 
bulbs were planted.  Remember, soil in the basket will dry our faster than if the entire planter is filled with soil.  
The three bamboo stakes are hardly visible when the caladiums mature.   
stakes may be needed with a large heavy baskets.  The basket can be easily changed out for a new plantings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One way to improve soil water retention in the basket is to add hydrated crystals of a product like Soil Moist.  
Soil Moist Crystals keep soil wetter longer. Soil Moist Crystals are an agro-polymer that is totally biodegradable, 
non-toxic and absorbs 100 times its weight in water.  A teaspoon of the dry crystals is all you need for a large basket 
of soil.  Hydrate the Soil Moist crystals PRIOR to mixing them into the soil. 

Sandy Troy does several different 
classes for garden club. This article is 
from her class on “Lightweight  
Container Gardening.”  Sandy Troy is 
a member of Royal Palm Garden 
Club and The Poinciana Garden Club.  
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HORTICULTURE FEATURE 



 
AWARDS 
Sylvia Swartz, District IX Awards Chair 
 
  
At the FFGC District IX Fall meeting on Oct. 22 (via Zoom), I was proud to present the National 
Garden Clubs, Inc., Deep South Garden Clubs, Inc., and Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. 
awards received by Garden Clubs in our District in respect of the 2019 awards year. 
 
Garden Club of Winter Haven won Award # 32-2 for park or city planting.  The Club also Received 
a Deep South Certificate of Achievement in the equivalent Deep South Awards  category 19Aii , 
Community Action. 
 
The Poinciana Garden Club received a National Garden Clubs, Inc.  Certificate of Appreciation for 
participating in NGC’s MP 4 Video/CD/DVD/Flash Drive Award. 
 
Naples Garden Club received a Certificate of Commendation in respect of award FS-1D, Club 
Standard Flower Show, for holding a flower show supporting the aims and objectives of National 
Garden Clubs, Inc.  This was for their “Making Music: Flower Show.  
 
Finally, Garden Club of Cape Coral: this club had a very successful awards year, winning four 
FFGC awards and receiving several Deep South and NGC certificates. 
 
Firstly, the club won Award # 11-6 for their Yearbook, and the Deep South 3rd place Yearbook 
Award, 33A6.   
 
The Club also won Award 14-4 – the DePalma/Sillik Website award and a National Garden Clubs 
Certificate of Commendation for first place in its Website award, MP-3 (Class Aiv). 
 
GCCC also won FFGC Award 36-4 Community Service - for the club’s 2019 March in the Park 
event and a Deep South Garden Clubs, Inc.  Certificate of Achievement in Award 5Aiv Public  
Relations for the same event. 
 
Finally, the club won FFGC Award 51-4 - Environmental Education Involving Youth plus a Deep 
South Garden Clubs Certificate of Achievement for first place in its Award 15Aiv, Environmental 
Education; and a National Garden Clubs, Inc.  Certificate of Appreciation for Special Achievement 
in its equivalent Award CS-5.  
 
Congratulations to everyone involved in the evidence gathering and submission of all the  
applications – remember, you can’t win if you don’t participate!  So, let’s make 2020 a bumper 
year of applications from District IX clubs.  If you need help preparing your application or  
choosing a category, please contact me, Sylvia Swartz, District IX Awards Chair, email address  
tamargal2@aol.com, 239-339-3778.  Please copy me on any applications you make.  
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FFGC AWARDS 
Sylvia Swartz, District IX Awards Chair 
 
Awards application season is fast approaching.  Deadline to submit your club’s Yearbook for an award is November 1.  Mail 
two copies of application and two copies of Yearbook (staple application inside front cover of yearbook) to the FFGC 3rd VP: 
Christy Linke, 2909  
Aston Ave., Plant City, FL 33566-9301. 
 
Because of the Pandemic, awards submissions are being handled differently this year.  Most applications (see exceptions  
below) should be EMAILED (NOT SENT BY US MAIL) TO ffgcawards@gmail.com.  Exceptions to this are listed below: 
 
 Award       Send to 
 
#1 Blanche Capel Covington Leadership    MAIL to: 
#8 Garden Club of the Year,      FFGC President, Al Latina, 
#9 Special Membership Incentive    7002 Doreen St., Tampa, FL 33617 
#10 Mentoring Award      All due 11/24 
 
#4 FFGC Award of Excellence for Club    Email to District Director 9, Leslie Montwid 
Due 11/1       ronmontwid@yahoo.com 
 
#13 Publication,       MAIL to Jennifer Condo,  
#28 Horticulture Leadership Award and    1318 Glenwood Rd., DeLand, FL 32720-2110 
#67 Pressed Wildflower Collection 
All due 11/24 
 
#62 Mary S. Compton Award Publicity    MAIL to Awards Chair, Valerie 
Due 1/15/21       Seinfeld, 2606 Bennington Pl., DeLand, FL 32720-1404 
 
If application is to be mailed as directed above, include two copies of the application.  There are also special instructions  
regarding Flower Show Awards, Youth Awards and High School Awards, too lengthy to include here, but please call me for 
details (239-339-3778). 
 
Below, I have listed some bullet points on how to apply for an award: 
 
• Process (usually carried out by the President or an Awards Committee): 
• Review the entire list of Federation Awards at https/ffgc.org/award-Descriptions-&-Rules 
• Review the completed project and ongoing projects in your Club 
• Select a relevant award 
• Match the project to the award criteria 
• Seek advice if required (District IX Awards Chair, Sylvia Swartz) 
• President of Club or Committee consults and decides who will write the application 
• Person writing the award should:  
• Download the application form from the FFGC Awards site and fill in via computer or handwrite and then scan to  
      computer file 
• Read the description of the selected award and comply with any detailed instructions that may be contained in the award 

description 
• Source and check the information required regarding Category, Class (if applicable) and name of Award, District Number, 

number of members in the Club, etc.., start date, finish date, etc. 
• Write the description of the project, remembering not to exceed a total of three pages including photos and ensuring to 

speak to the criteria of the award. 
• Pointers;  
• When writing the project description, remember to tell a story with an introduction, the detail, and an appropriate closing 

paragraph 
• Select and insert appropriate .jpg photos of the project. 
 
Keep a file copy and email or mail a copy to District IX Awards Chair, Sylvia Swartz, 4030 SW 9th Pl., Cape Coral, FL 33914, 
tamargal2@aol.com 



 
 
 

President- 
 

Judy Francino  248 425-8713 
Email: jfrancino@att.net 

 Your Board Members 

Treasurer- 
 

Charlene Anderson 978 828-6696 
Email:  beadie1@gmail.com 

FMLCGC Calendar - Dates to Remember 
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Nov. 2nd, 2020 Monday-Floral Design Series Unit 8-Advanced Creative Designs, FMLCGC Headquarters 10am-3pm 
 

Nov. 14th, 2020  Friday-Poinciana Garden Club Annual Plant & Yard Sale-330 Shore Dr., Fort Myers, FL,  CANCELLED 
 

Nov. 16th, 2020  Monday-Floral Design Series Unit 9-Creative Containers & Designers Choice Award, FMLCGC 10am-3pm 
 

Nov. 21-22, 2020  Saturday & Sunday-Bonsai Society of SWFL 39th Annual Show and Sale-FMLCGC Headquarters 9am-3pm 
Live show is CANCELLED. Please attend our Virtual Show from our website on the 21st November; same times. 
 
Dec. 5-6, 2020  Saturday & Sunday-Caloosahatchee Bromeliad Society Annual Plant Sale-Araba Shrine Center, 2010 Hanson 
St. Fort Myers, Saturday 9am-4pm and Sunday 10am-3pm. 
 
FLORIDA ARBOR DAY– FRIDAY JANUARY 15, 2021 

First Vice-President- 
 

Susan Lawson 239 282-2328 
mail:  Slawson921@gmail.com 

Second Vice-President- 
 

Sylvia Swartz  239 339-3778 
Email: tamargal2@aol.com 

Recording Secretary- 
 

Bonnie McClure  847 630-3218 
Email:  bonmcclure@hotmail.com 

Corresponding Secretary- 
 

Sylvia Lightbody 239 561-5704 
    Email:  slightbody@comcast.net 

Assistant Treasurer- 
 

Diane Schmidt  607 351-2005 
Email: DianeGCGC18@aol.com 

 

NGC LANDSCAPE DESIGN SCHOOL COMPLETES COURSE 4 VIA ZOOM!! 
Submitted by Vicki Williamson 

 Landscape Design School, Series 36 was introduce, by then, District IX Director Laura Jibben in October, 2018. It 
is a NGC 4 Part School, Classes to be held 6 months apart.  Course 1, 2, 3 were held at the Fort Myers, Lee County 
Council building with 34 students primarily from District IX.  Course 4 completed with 46 students, from 8 different 
States, and completed with 23 New Certified LDS Consultants, 9 “Refreshing” their Certification and 14 at various 
stages of completing their LDS School. 
With the onset of the Pandemic the final LDS Course 4 scheduled for October 23, 24 2020 was in jeopardy!  With a 
lot of trepidation and apprehension on the part of the Chairman, Vicki Williamson, Vice Chairman Anina Bachrach 
and Registrar Kathy Woodlock it was agreed we would proceed with the Course via ZOOM! 
It took a “Village” as they say, with months of preparation and constant contact with folks at every level, to create a 
smooth transition from the “live” Classroom to the “virtual“ Classroom!  
Our Instructors, Landscapers David Drapsia, Jonathan Romine and Horticulturist and Arborist, Debbie Hughes did 
an outstanding job presenting the material in a visually cohesive manner with interaction with the Students. 
After a gargantuan effort from so many, especially  IT guru, Ben Bachrach, who went above expectations to prepare 
ALL of us for the experience of a ZOOM  presentation, and  the  guidance of Sue Roberts, FFGC Landscape Design 
School Director, we “graduated” 23 Students, all NEW Certified Landscape Consultants! 
The expectation and hope is these Graduates continue their education and feel confident in their “new found” 
knowledge to participate in meaningful interaction with their Local and State proposed projects in their  
Communities!  
A HUGE THANK YOU to everyone involved in this venture! 


